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Two of four men wounded 
in a bloody brawl at a 
Steelton housing complex 
last month suffered life-al-
tering injuries that nearly 
killed them yet investigators 
still aren’t sure who should 
be criminally charged.

One man sustained knife 
wounds in his face and neck 
that nearly encircled his 
head, leaving giant scars, 
and another man suffered 
a broken femur after being 
shot in the leg. The injury 
will likely leave him with 
a limp for life. Two oth-
ers were wounded by gun-
fire: one man in the arm and 
another in the buttocks.

From the beginning, the 
wounded men, all in their 
30s, wouldn’t say what the 
dispute was about or who 
instigated the violence, leav-
ing police to wonder who 
was a victim and who was a 
suspect.

Investigators have inter-
viewed about 40 people 
since the July 29 incident in 
the 100 block of Kennedy.

Police believe the com-
batants comprised mem-
bers of two families who got 
into an argument previously 
at basketball courts near 
Ridge and Bailey streets in 
Steelton. The dispute kicked 
off again July 29 at Cole 
Crest.

More than a dozen mem-
bers of both families could 
have been at the scene, 
police said, when the vio-
lence erupted about 7:40 
p.m. It was still light outside.

Neighbors reported hear-
ing two gunshots during the 

melee. The stabbing vic-
tim initially collapsed in a 
woman’s front lawn.

The wounded men scat-
tered in two directions, 
leaving long blood trails 
along Kennedy. They then 
fled the scene in at least 
three vehicles, police said.

A driver hauling one 
of the shooting victims 
to a hospital pulled over 
instead at 13th and Cam-
eron streets after spotting 
an ambulance, worried 
that the victim wouldn’t 
make it because of the 
amount of blood loss.

Police impounded that 
vehicle and two other vehi-
cles at the hospital when 
drivers brought those men 
in for treatment. 

Police said the attack 
wasn’t “random” and that 
the injured men repre-
sented both the suspects 
a nd v ict ims: but who 
started it? Police still need 
more information from the 
public to firm up their case.

On Wednesday, police 
asked for any information 
that could help police find 
the truth.

Getting to the bottom of 
the incident is important, 
police said, because the 
ongoing dispute could lead 
to more bloodshed.

A nyone w it h i n for-
mation may submit a tip 
through the Crime Watch 
portal or contact police 
directly at 717-558-6900. 
Tipsters can remain anon-
ymous and tips that lead 
to arrests are eligible for a 
reward of up to $2,000.

STEELTON

Feud led to brawl that 
left 3 shot, 1 stabbed

Brian Witte   Associated Press

A senior environmen-
tal official in Pennsylva-
nia said Tuesday that his 
state is “clearly behind” in 
reaching goals of cutting 
pollution that flows down-
stream into the Chesa-
peake Bay by 2025, weeks 
after heavy rains brought a 
stunning amount of debris 
into Maryland.

Patrick McDonnell, sec-
retary of the Pennsylvania 
Department of Environ-
mental Protection, made 
the comment at a meet-
ing in Baltimore of officials 
from six states in the bay 
watershed. Maryland offi-
cials last week had blasted 
Pennsylvania and other 
upstream states, accusing 
them of not doing more to 
stop pollution flow.

“We are clearly behind in 
terms of midpoint assess-
ment, but we’ve taken that 
as opportunity to double 
down, and as I said this 
is about local water qual-
ity,” McDonnell said, after 
a reporter asked about crit-
icism directed at Pennsyl-
vania.

In earlier remarks at a 
meeting of the Chesapeake 
Executive Council, McDon-
nell said Pennsylvania offi-
cials are focusing on priori-
tizing resources to improve 
environmental steps in 
farm communities. While 
Pennsylvania is not con-
tiguous with the nation’s 
largest estuary, McDonnell 
said state officials want to 
improve water quality, and 

“we are absolutely commit-
ted to the reduction of nitro-
gen, phosphorus, sediment, 
in our backyard and the ben-
efit that that ultimately leads 
to within the Chesapeake 
Bay.”

Will Baker, president of 
the Chesapeake Bay Foun-
dation, said McDonnell’s 
admission was “the most 

definitive comment by a sen-
ior official in Pennsylvania” 
that the state is behind in 
cleanup goals.

“Now, we need to hold 
their feet to the fire,” Baker 
said.

Ma r yla nd Gov. La rr y 
Hogan, who was re-elected 
the chairman of the council, 
said last week that upstream 
states need to do more to 
prevent pollution from 
entering the waters of the 
Susquehanna River, which 
flows south into Maryland. 
On Tuesday, he said it was 
positive to have representa-
tives from the six states at 
the table talking about mak-
ing progress on pollution-re-
duction goals.

Hogan noted that coun-
cil members reaffirmed their 
commitment to developing 

a Watershed Implementa-
tion Plan for the Conowingo 
Dam. Last month, engineers 
opened the dam gates, send-
ing tons of water and debris 
downstream after heavy 
rains.

Ho g a n a l s o  s a id  he 
was not pleased with the 
response that Exelon Corp., 
the owner of the dam, gave 
after the state asked for 
assistance in cleaning up 
debris in the state’s waters. 
The company committed 
$25,000 to the Chesapeake 
Bay Trust and said it would 
make resources available 
to help clean up debris, an 
amount Hogan said was a 
“drop in the bucket.” The 
governor also criticized a 
lawsuit filed by the company 
in which it argues it should 
not be held responsible for 
the pollution that f lows 
through the dam.

“ T w e n t y - f i v e - t h o u -
sand dollars is a drop in the 
bucket and nowhere near 
the kind of money we think 
they should put up,” Hogan, 
a Republican, said. “They’ve 
now sued the state of Mary-
land, but we’re going to try 
to make sure that they’re a 
major part of the solution, so 

no we’re not pleased with the 
response.”

A statement from Exelon 
on Tuesday cited scientific 
and environmental impact 
studies which show the 
debris and pollution come 
from upstream sources. 
The company said it rou-
tinely removes debris from 
around the dam and vol-
untarily removed 600 tons 
of debris which has flowed 
from upstream sources to 
the dam in 2018.

“It is clear, prior to the 
recent storms, there was lim-
ited debris around the dam. 
The debris currently in the 
Chesapeake Bay is a direct 
byproduct of record rain in 
the region,” Exelon said in 
its statement.

The Chesapeake Exec-
utive Council includes the 
governors of the six bay 
watershed states, the admin-
istrator of the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency and 
the mayor of the District of 
Columbia. 

The watershed covers 
64,000 square miles and 
includes Delaware, Mary-
land, New York, Pennsylva-
nia, Virginia and West Vir-
ginia.

CHESAPEAKE BAY

Official: Pa. ‘clearly behind’ 
in reaching pollution goals

Last week, debris washed into Maryland waters from record rainfall. Patrick McDonell, sec-
retary of the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection said that the state was 
“behind in terms of midpoint assessment” when it comes to local water quality at a meeting 
held in Baltimore which focused on Chesapeake Bay health.   Brian Witte, Associated Press

Tues., Aug. 14th @ Noon OR 5pm OR Wed., Aug. 15th @ Noon
Call Vicky @ (717) 234-2401 to reserve a seat or email her at

vfitz@sasllp.com
Approx 1 hour

plus Q & A

• •

Smigel, Anderson & Sacks is presenting an
informative, no obligation seminar.

TeaAffairReservations@gmail.com

ateaaffairlititz.com

$111

SPECIAL*

Wednesday, August 22 | 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Messiah Village, Village Center
717.276.0563 | MessiahLifeways.org/jobs

POP-IN INTERVIEW EVENT

Great Jobs that 
REALLY Pay!

Find out how Messiah Lifeways®

exceed your expectations! We reimburse 

more. Competitive hourly rates are just 
the beginning.

•  Nursing Team Members (RN, LPN, and CNA) 
RN rates starting at $30/hour
 LPN rates starting at $24/hour

CNA rates starting at $15/hour

• Housekeeping Assistants

• And more!

We are currently looking for:

One of the top 50 
employers in the 

mid-state!

Deborah E. Crum, Esquire Richard J. Sgrignoli, Esquire
dcrum@sasllp.com rsgrignoli@sasllp.com

Wednesday, August 22 I 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Messiah Village, Village Center 
717.276.0563 I MessiahLifeways.org/jobs


