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Kristen De Groot   Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Philadelphia has been 
trying for decades to tackle its litter problem 
and shed itself of the nickname Filthadelphia.

In June, the city and citizen groups tack-
led one small piece of the big litter puzzle: 
the posting of illegal signs. Citizens col-
lected over 8,500 signs from around the 
city in the action billed as the Bandit Signs 
Brigade. In the fall, the signs will be trans-
formed by local artists and designers into 
something useful.

“These signs often end up as litter, and a 
littered community is bad for residents and 
bad for business,” said Nic Esposito, director 
of the City’s Zero Waste and Litter Cabinet.

The city paid groups 50 cents per sign, 
which ranged from music flyers to predatory 
offers to buy houses and cars, plastered to 
utility poles and traffic signs across the city.

Mayor Jim Kenney created the Zero Waste 
and Litter Cabinet two years ago take on the 
problem, and this year the group unveiled 31 
short- and long-term recommendations on 
what Philadelphia describes as “a bold goal 
of becoming 90 percent zero waste and lit-
ter-free by 2035.”

Although not the highest priority, the ille-
gal signs were something the cabinet had 
funding to tackle, and the roundup was a fun 
way to create awareness, Esposito said.

“Putting up signs in public spaces is a big 
issue, especially predatory signs,” Esposito 
said. “People feel disrespected and preyed 

upon.”
By the end of the two weeks, over 1,000 

signs seeking to buy junk cars were col-
lected. The penalty for posting such signs is 
$300 per sign for the first offense and up to 
$2,000 per sign for the second offense.

For folks advertising their businesses or 
music events, the group just gives a call to let 
them know such postings are illegal, which 
can come as a surprise, Espositio said. But 
for the predatory signs, it intends to work on 
finding and fining the culprits.

The city is working with Trash Acad-
emy — a project of Mural Arts Philadelphia, 
which describes itself as the nation’s largest 
public art program — to transform the signs 
into something useful. It is be part of a series 
of Trash Academy art projects that high-
light the need to eliminate single use plas-
tics from the waste stream.

The Trash Academy started in summer 
2015, spurred by a community meeting in 
south Philadelphia, said Shari Hersh, a proj-
ect manager at Mural Arts.

“Above all else, more than green space, 
more than anything, the community was 
most concerned about trash,” she said. So 
the Trash Academy was born, working with 
neighborhoods on education, grassroots 
organizing and creating innovative solu-
tions to address trash.

Right now, the group is still trying to 
determine what could be created out of the 

signs, and is working with a design shop 
that engages with communities on public 
art. It will reach out to the public to help 
create the works during Mural Arts week in 
October.

“It’s important to raise awareness,” she 
said, “that whether you use these signs for 
good or bad, they are going to be litter or in 
the landfill.”
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No more ‘Filthadelphia’? City tackles litter issue

Illegally posted signs were collected by 
citizens groups, in Philadelphia. Citizens 
have collected more than 8,500 signs from 
around the city in the action billed as the 
Bandit Signs Brigade. In the fall, the signs 
will be transformed by local artists and 
designers into something useful.    Matt 
Rourke, Associated Press
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Legislature could debate 
bills before election

Marc Levy   Associated Press

The politics of abortion could be espe-
cially prominent this fall as Democratic 
Gov. Tom Wolf and Republican Scott Wag-
ner hit the final stretch of Pennsylvania’s 
gubernatorial campaign.

A changing U.S. Supreme Court and law-
suits winding through federal courts seem 
sure to put abortion rights front and center 
in governor’s races, including in Pennsylva-
nia, where Wolf and Wagner are on opposite 
sides of abortion bills that could see votes 
in the Legislature.

Wolf, a staunch supporter of abor-
tion rights, vetoed a bill last December to 
shorten Pennsylvania’s current legal abor-
tion limit from 24 weeks to 20 and effec-
tively ban dilation and evacuation, the 
most common method of second-trimes-
ter abortion.

Wagner voted for the 20-week bill before 
he resigned from his state Senate seat in 
June. Wagner also backs a “heartbeat bill” 
in Pennsylvania’s Legislature that would 
ban abortions after the detection of a fetal 
heartbeat, usually at around six weeks of 
pregnancy, and a bill prohibiting abortions 
on the basis of Down syndrome, his cam-
paign said.

Debates before the Nov. 6 election could 
happen in Harrisburg and Washington.

Pennsylvania’s Republican-controlled 
Senate has scheduled nine session days in 
September and October in which it could 
advance the Down syndrome bill.

Meanwhile, President Donald Trump’s 
nomination of Brett Kavanaugh to the U.S. 
Supreme Court is expected to be before the 
U.S. Senate in September or October.

The appointment of the conservative 
Kavanaugh has raised fears among abor-
tion rights supporters that the high court 
will overturn the 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling 
establishing a nationwide right to abortion. 
That theoretically would leave it to states 
to decide to what extent to keep abortion 
legal.

No state has sought a complete ban on 
abortion in recent years. But steps away 
from an appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court 
are court cases litigating various efforts in 
other states to restrict access to abortion.

Pennsylvania’s Legislature has majori-
ties that identify as “pro-life,” and electing 
Wagner would bring hope to the anti-abor-
tion movement.

One important question is how far state 
lawmakers who call themselves pro-life 
would go to limit abortion — or ban them 
— if they think Wagner would sign the bill.

“It is a good question: When it really mat-
ters, will they still be there?” said Michael 
McMonagle, the president of the Pro-Life 
Coalition of Pennsylvania.

The 20-week abortion bill passed with 
121 votes in the House and 32 in the Senate, 
not enough to override Wolf’s veto.

Wolf has said that he would veto a 
“heartbeat bill” — viewed as a six-week 
abortion ban — and that he opposes the 
Down syndrome bill. Wolf’s office said he 
would veto a complete ban, while Wagner 
is making no commitment, his campaign 
said.

Rep. Rick Saccone, R-Allegheny County, 
the sponsor of Pennsylvania’s “heartbeat 
bill,” said he has no commitment from 
House Republican leaders to advance the 
bill in this legislative session, which ends 
Nov. 30. However, Saccone said he believes 
it would pass the House, at least, while a 
complete ban would not.

“The heartbeat bill is a bright line for 
life,” Saccone said. “I think it’s easier to win 
support from people for this bill rather than 
to say ‘under no circumstances an abor-
tion.’ I think you’d lose that.”

For many anti-abortion lawmakers, a com-
plete ban is a bridge too far, Saccone said. 
Some would find reasons to be against it, and 
some would press for exceptions, he said.

The Down syndrome bill passed the 
House in April by a veto-proof margin, 139-
56. Its prospects in the Senate are uncer-
tain, and Senate Republican leaders have 
made no commitment to bring it to a floor 
vote, a spokeswoman said.

A U.S. Supreme Court decision on pend-
ing court cases, such as a heartbeat bill or a 
15-week ban, could further weaken Roe v. 
Wade and open the floodgates to more leg-
islation in the states, said Sari Stevens, the 
executive director of Planned Parenthood’s 
political arm in Pennsylvania.

“Which is why battles for governor’s 
races are becoming the centerpieces for 
keeping abortion legal,” Stevens said.

McMonagle said his group is organizing 
an Oct. 9 rally in the state Capitol to advo-
cate for a reversal of Roe v. Wade.

ELECTION 2018

Abortion issue 
could shadow 
final weeks of 
governor’s race

Tom James   Associated Press

S A L E M ,  O R E G O N  —  The words blasted to cellphones 
around Oregon’s capital city were ominous: “Civil emer-
gency. Prepare for action.”

Within half an hour, a second official alert clarified the 
subject wasn’t impending violence but toxins from an algae 
bloom, detected in Salem’s water supply.

Across the U.S., reservoirs that supply drinking water and 
lakes used for recreation are experiencing similar events 
with growing frequency. The trend represents another 
impact of global warming and raises looming questions 
about the effects on human health, researchers say.

“When water bodies warm up earlier and stay warmer 
longer ... you increase the number of incidents,” said Wayne 
Carmichael, a retired Ohio professor specializing in the 
organisms. “That’s just logical, and it’s being borne out.”

Technically called cyanobacteria, the ancient class of 
organisms that create the blooms are present nearly every-
where water is found but thrive in warm, still bodies like 
lakes and ponds. They also create a unique class of toxins, 
the impact of which on humans is only partly understood.

Long linked to animal deaths, high doses of the toxins in 
humans can cause liver damage and attack the nervous sys-
tem. In the largest outbreaks, hundreds have been sickened 
by blooms in reservoirs and lakes.

But less is known about exposure at lower doses, espe-
cially over the long term.

Small studies have linked exposure to liver cancer. One 
toxin is classified as a carcinogen, while others have pointed 
to potential links to neurodegenerative disease. Definitively 
proving those links will require larger studies, said Carmi-
chael, who helped the World Health Organization set the 
first safe exposure standards for the toxins.

“It’s absolutely certain in my mind that warming tem-
peratures are going to end up causing more of these algal 
blooms,” said Steven Chapra, an environmental engineering 
professor at Tufts University in Massachusetts.

Chapra led a team including scientists from the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency in one of the most comprehensive stud-
ies of the interplay between global warming and the blooms, 
published in 2017.

Because they prefer warm water, the organisms receive 
help from higher summer temperatures and repeated heat 
waves. Also, more frequent droughts cause reservoirs to be 
shallower in summer, allowing them to warm faster.

And more intense rainstorms, also connected to climate 
change, can wash more nutrients into lakes and reservoirs, 
especially from farms that spread nitrogen and phospho-
rous-rich fertilizers into the soil.

Utah only recently began carefully logging the blooms, 
but one fact is already clear: The blooms are becoming more 
intense. 

America’s green, 
toxic menace

A potentially toxic blue-green algae bloom is seen in Provo Bay in Provo, Utah, on June 12. Researchers and officials across the country say 
increasingly frequent toxic algae blooms are a  byproduct of global warming. They point to looming questions about their effects on human 
health.   Rick Egan, The Salt Lake Tribune


